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the Straits Question, Izvolski went on a vacation to his
family at Tegernsee in Bavaria.
M. Neratov at once fell in with Izvolski's idea. He des-
patched instructions to Charykov at Constantinople to
take advantage of the circumstances of the Turco-Italian
War, the Franco-German Moroccan negotiations, and the
very feeble character of the new Grand Vizier, to open con-
versations on the subject of Asia Minor railways, and, if
Charykov deemed it wise, on the question of the Straits
(and certain other subjects) on the following basis:
The Imperial Government engages to give the Ottoman
Government its effective support for the maintenance of
the present regime of the Straits of the Bosphorus and the
Dardanelles, extending it also to the territories adjacent.
To facilitate the execution of the above clause the Imperial
Ottoman Government engages on its side not to oppose the
passage of Russian warships through the Straits, on con-
dition that these ships do not stop in the waters of the
Straits unless by agreement.109
Charykov was also informed that the plan was, first to
secure the assent of Turkey, and to reserve the right to make
explanations to the-Powers concerning this modification of
international treaties. Charykov therefore saw the Grand
Vizier, Said Pasha, discussed with him all the subjects sug-
gested by Neratov, and handed him a letter containing the •
proposal for opening the Straits and for settling other ques-
tions. He asked for a reply within a week.
Said Pasha did not at all fancy the proposal. He nat-
urally saw that it would place Constantinople at the mercy
of a Russian Fleet. The clause referring to Russian support
in the Straits and "also the territories adjacent" had an
ominous sound. It threatened to reduce Turkey to the posi-
109 Neratov to Charykov, Sept. 19/Oct. 2, 1911; M.F.R., p. 530 f.;
L.N,, II, 458 f.

